It has been so much the custom to regard enlargement of the lymphatic glands as the special characteristic of scrofula, that many glandular swellings, having no relation whatever to that disease, are frequently classed and treated as scrofulous. This is especially the case with regard to swellings of the cervical or submaxillary glands; yet it is certain that the majority of these enlargements are of a local and not of a constitutional character. The epithet "scrofulous" is, in fact, often applied very loosely, and seems sometimes to be used rather as implying some mysterious influence or peculiarity, than as indicating that a person is affected by a definite disease. Yet the symptoms of scrofula are sufficiently well defined, and enlargement of the lymphatic glands is but one, and that not a constant one, of these; and it is no more reasonable to call a child scrofulous because it has enlarged or even caseous cervical glands than it is to apply the term to a chronic inflammation of a joint in an otherwise perfectly healthy child, or than it would be to call a person syphilitic, because he had a periostitis of his tibia. An examination of any considerable number of cases of enlargement of the superficial lymphatic glands, will show the majority of these to have a local origin. The 
